United States Rvtent and Trademark Office 









J 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent und Trudemurk Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
www.uapto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/529,910 



06/28/2000 



ROBERT SCHULZ 



017835/0362 



8730 



7590 01/02/2002 

TODD J. BURNS 

FOLEY & LARDNER 

3000 K STREET N W SUITE 500 

WASHINGTON HARBOUR 

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5 1 09 



EXAMINER 



IP, SIKYIN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1742 

DATE MAILED: 01/02/2002 



/ 2- 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



1& 

Application No. Applicants) 

Office Action Summary 



Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Examiner 


Group Art Unit 





—77)0 MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Peri d for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE __|___MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
• If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 



s/ftesponsive to communication(s) filed on A^^t^? | 



□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

a'ciaim(s) _ is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 



□ Claim(s): is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

□ Claim(s) are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-{d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All OSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1 449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 aether f r/?>f^4^r $Lf*r u^J^r 
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DETAILED ACTION 

A protest against issuance of a patent based upon this application has been 
filed under 37 CFR 1 .29 1 (a) on June 2 1 , 200 1 , and a copy has been served on 
applicant. Any comments or reply applicant desires to file before consideration of the 
protest must be filed by one month from the mailing date of this office action. 

The failure to reply to this requirement within ONE MONTH or THIRTY 
DAYS, whichever is longer, of the mailing date of this requirement will result in 
abandonment of the application. This time period may be extended under the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.136. 



Examiner Correspondence 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to S. Ip whose telephone number is (703) 308-2542. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 5:30 A.M. to 2:00 
P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dr. Roy V. King, can be reached on (703)-308-l 146. 

The facsimile phone numbers are (703) 872-9310 (non-final Official Paper 
only), (703) 872-931 1 (after-final Official Paper only), and (703) 305-7719 
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(Unofficial Paper only). When filing a FAX in Technology Center 1700, please 
indicate in the Header (upper right) "Official" for papers that are to be entered into 
the file, and "Unofficial" for draft documents and other communication with the PTO 
that are not for entry into the file of the application. This will expedite processing of 
your papers. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0651. 

SIKYIN IP 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 1742 

S. Ip 

December 31, 2001 



